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WEEK COMMENCING SUNDAY 7th March 2021
(Readings-Sundays: Cycle B, Weekdays: Cycle 1, Psalter Week 3)
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (Gospel: JOHN 2:13-25)
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FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION
Today’s Gospel is one of the few narratives about Jesus that appears in all four Gospels, though in John it
is placed at the beginning rather than at the end of Jesus’ ministry. Scholars debate its significance. Was it
a symbolic prediction of the Temple’s destruction, a prophetic attack cleansing the Temple from mercantile
misuse, or an abortive attempt at an armed takeover of the Temple? However, as so often in John, the
issue quickly becomes not what Jesus did but who is he? “The Jews” (the expression in this Gospel refers
primarily to the Jewish leaders) ask what sign can he give for doing this, and Jesus challenges them to
destroy the Temple, and he will rebuild it in three days. Following the usual Johannine technique of
misunderstanding, the narrator notes that Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body. Only after his
resurrection were his disciples able to understand that he was speaking more about himself than the
Jerusalem Temple, which had been rebuilt recently as part of a massive project initiated by Herod the
Great. Their insight suggests that after the Temple’s destruction in AD 70 the worship of the God of Israel
will be carried out best with reference to Jesus. As believing readers of the Fourth Gospel, we too
experience the presence of the crucified yet risen Jesus as our “Temple.”
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.

Diocese of Shrewsbury, a registered charity (N0 234025)

Ss Catherine and Martina, Hoylake
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families especially James Kenny, Sylvie Nugent,
Margaret McGrady, Finbarr Stewart, Christine Warriner and John Yardley.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
th

STATIONS OF THE CROSS for our Parish Communities in Hoylake and West Kirby continues on Friday 12 March
at 7.30pm. Please join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826521409
Meeting ID: 898 2652 1409.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sundays at 9am and Thursdays at 9.15am.

The link is:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 All those who have contacted the Parish Office for the
Zoom link will automatically be sent the link weekly.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP is this Sunday at 11.15am via Zoom.
More information and how to get involved each Sunday can be found on our private Facebook
Group ‘St Catherine’s Children’s Liturgy’. Please email Phoebe (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) in
the Parish Office for details or if you have any questions.

NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: "You can attend places of worship for a service. However, you must not mingle with
anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain strict social distancing at all
times."
*ADDITIONAL CHANGES TO ENSURE YOUR SAFETY*
v We are now using every other bench to increase social distancing from 1m+ face covering to 2m+ face
covering.
v Capacity in church is approximately 30 people.
v Please dispense your own hand sanitiser from the table in the porch.
v Please sit only where stewards direct you to and wait for a steward to guide you to an exit at the end of
Mass. This ensures a safe distancing on exiting the church.
v Please do not mingle after Mass. Please leave the premises promptly.

GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS: In line with governmental and diocesan guidelines we have the
following safety measures in place:
•

on arrival for Mass, a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable bench
depending on whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual observing at all times the
minimum 1m+ social distancing procedures.

•

everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you and ensure it is worn
correctly over your nose and mouth. There will be some available if you do not have one.

•

please remain in your bench at the end of Mass and wait to be asked to leave by a steward. This
ensures safe distancing on exiting the church.

Diocese of Shrewsbury, a registered charity (N0 234025)

Ss Catherine and Martina, Hoylake
•

you can choose whether you would like to leave your name and contact details as part of the NHS Test and
Trace service. You will find a card and pen in your bench to do so. This information will be kept by the
Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time.

Please place your completed card and pen in the

designated baskets at the end of Mass.
•

booking is not required.

•

Please bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days remains suspended.
Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

CAFOD LENT APPEAL: This year Our Lady of Pity RC Primary School is joining
Cafod in their Walk for Water challenge. The children and their families are raising
money to support CAFOD’s work in helping to provide safe water for all. They are
setting their own challenges – some families are walking 1 mile every day, others are
walking 10,000 steps every day in Lent. Would you like to join them too? OLOP has a
set up a justgiving page if you would like to help with their fundraising. Please go to
www.justgiving.com and search for Our Lady of Pity’s Walk for Water in Lent.

SECOND ANNUAL ALTAR SERVERS DAY: “The Wilderness – A survival guide”
Prayer and reflection alongside activities, games and lots of fun run by the
Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team.
Where: Zoom
th

When: Saturday 27 March 2021 10am - 2.30pm
Who: Any young person 10 to 18 who serves in the parish (or at least did before last
March)
How: interested – please send an email to youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org and they
will send you all the information you need.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are now available for this year. Please contact Phoebe in the Parish Office
(stcathhoylake@gmail.com) if you would like to have your box delivered. Thank you.
HAVE YOU HAD A LOOK at our Lent page on our website? There are some resources that
may be of interest during this Lenten season: https://stcatherineshoylake.org.uk/lent/
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Would you like to contact the Parish Office or do you have any items for the
newsletter? Please email stcathhoylake@gmail.com. Thank you!

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)

IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus says he is the Temple of God, and he will come back to life after he dies. The
people do not understand, and think he is talking about the Temple where they are standing. Jesus is not afraid to
stand up for what is right and tells off the people who are trading in God’s house and being dishonest.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, thank you for always being there for us, and for giving us your strong love.
Help us to spread your love, so that the world may be a beautiful place. Amen.
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Play the Fairtrade shopper game at
cafod.org.uk/families
Play
the Fairtrade shopper game at cafod.org.uk/picturemyworld

Illustration: Emma Metcalfe. Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398

Third Sunday of Lent
Gospel: John 2:13-25

