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WEEK COMMENCING SUNDAY 21st March 2021
(Readings-Sundays: Cycle B, Weekdays: Cycle 1, Psalter Week 1)
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Gospel: JOHN 12: 20-33)
ST CATHERINE’S
st

Sunday 21 Mar: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Intentions
Deceased Members of the Lambert Family and to
celebrate 80 years of the Lambert Family as members of
the Parish.

th

Thursday 25 Mar: 9.15am
th

Sunday 28 Mar: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Christine Warriner

Mass and online via Zoom

Jutta Boening

ST AGNES
th

Saturday 20 Mar: 5.30pm
st

Sunday 21 Mar: 10.30am
th

Wednesday 24 Mar: 9.15am
th

Friday 26 Mar: 9.15am
th

Saturday 27 Mar: 5.30pm
th

Sunday 28 Mar: 10.30am

Mass

Ray O’Neill

Mass

Jean White

Mass

Margaret Lewis

Mass

Mary Fugl

Mass

Dolly Patterson

Mass

Peter Cassidy

FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: An exciting Gospel episode. At least it begins well. Some non-Jews have
come up to Jerusalem for the Passover. They ask Philip if they can see Jesus. For some reason, Philip isn’t sure they
can; he checks it out with Andrew. Andrew doesn’t know what to say, so he and Philip take it to Jesus. At this point,
the reporter, John, seems to lose interest; he reports still another heavy speech of Jesus, this time about how it is
better to die than live. End of Gospel. Taken by itself, read out of context, today’s Gospel does not seem particularly
striking. In point of fact, this is the perfect Gospel for this Sunday. Next Sunday (Palm Sunday), we enter into the
mystery of Jesus’ dying/rising. With this in mind, today’s Gospel marks the end of his public ministry, the last act
before he opens his passion. The non-Jews want to “see” Jesus. For John, to “see” Jesus is to believe in him. That is
why John is not interested in the rest of the episode. John has been stressing (chapters 11 and 12) that Jesus will die
not only for the Jews but for all peoples. For John, the significance of the episode is that God became human (took
flesh) to save every man, every woman, every child. With that clear, Jesus can now say: “The hour has come” (Jn
12:23); the hour of his passion. Only by his dying would we come to life. This is the point of the pithy parable: “I tell
you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it
yields a rich harvest” (v.24). This dying and rising provides a paradigm for discipleship. We are journeying with Christ
to Christ, and this means we must journey with him to Jerusalem, share his way of the cross. Discipleship is learning
how to die – not when I’m 80 but now, today. Die to myself, to all that is less than human in me, less than Christlike.
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And here lies the paradoxical promise of our crucified and risen Redeemer: It is in loosing your life that you find it; it is
in dying that you come alive.
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families especially James Kenny, Sylvie Nugent,
Margaret McGrady, Christine Warriner and John Yardley.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
th

STATIONS OF THE CROSS for our Parish Communities in Hoylake and West Kirby continues on Friday 26 March
at 7.30pm. Please join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826521409
Meeting ID: 898 2652 1409.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sundays at 9am and Thursdays at 9.15am.

The link is:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 All those who have contacted the Parish Office for the
Zoom link will automatically be sent the link weekly.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP is this Sunday at 11.15am via Zoom. More information and
how to get involved each Sunday can be found on our private Facebook Group ‘St Catherine’s
Children’s Liturgy’. Please email Phoebe (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) in the Parish Office for
details or if you have any questions.
NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: "You can attend places of worship for a service. However, you must not mingle with
anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain strict social distancing at all
times."
*ADDITIONAL CHANGES TO ENSURE YOUR SAFETY*
v We are now using every other bench to increase social distancing from 1m+ face covering to 2m+ face
covering.
v Capacity in church is approximately 30 people.
v Please dispense your own hand sanitiser from the table in the porch.
v Please sit only where stewards direct you to and wait for a steward to guide you to an exit at the end of
Mass. This ensures a safe distancing on exiting the church.
v Please do not mingle after Mass. Please leave the premises promptly.
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GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS: In line with governmental and diocesan guidelines we have the
following safety measures in place:
•

on arrival for Mass, a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable bench
depending on whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual observing at all times the
minimum 1m+ social distancing procedures.

•

everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you and ensure it is worn

•

please remain in your bench at the end of Mass and wait to be asked to leave by a steward. This

correctly over your nose and mouth. There will be some available if you do not have one.
ensures safe distancing on exiting the church.
•

you can choose whether you would like to leave your name and contact details as part of the NHS Test and
Trace service. You will find a card and pen in your bench to do so. This information will be kept by the
Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time.

Please place your completed card and pen in the

designated baskets at the end of Mass.
•

booking is not required.

•

Please bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days remains suspended.
Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding

Holy Thursday 1st April Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday 2nd April
Children’s Stations of the Cross
Good Friday 2nd April
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
rd
Holy Saturday 3 April Easter Vigil for both Parishes at St Agnes
Easter Sunday 4th April Mass

7pm
11am
3pm
8pm
9am

*Thank you to everyone who has already completed a booking request form. Tickets will be
sent out from Monday 22nd March via email and for those without email addresses tickets will
be left at the back of church for collection. *
As with our Christmas Masses we will be implementing a booking system in order to ensure the safety of all
parishioners and to keep to our maximum numbers permitted in church. Entry will be by ticket only. At Mass
this weekend there will be booking request forms in the benches to complete if you would like to request a
place at any of the services. Please place your completed form in the basket when exiting church. If you are
not at Mass, please email Phoebe Gibson in the Parish Office (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) with details of which
services you would like to attend and how many people in your bubble will be attending with you (this is very
important). Alternatively please call Phoebe in the Parish Office on 0151 632 4388 on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday between 9am and 11.15am. Your place(s) will be confirmed once you receive a ticket, which will
also include Test and Trace information. Please print, complete the information requested and hand to a
steward on arrival. We will be live streaming some of the services, details of which will be confirmed closer to
the time. We welcome everyone to join in this way should you not be able to attend Mass in person. Please
bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days remains suspended. Thank you very
much for your co-operation and understanding.
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CAFOD LENT APPEAL: This year Our Lady of Pity RC Primary School is joining
Cafod in their Walk for Water challenge. The children and their families are raising
money to support CAFOD’s work in helping to provide safe water for all. They are
setting their own challenges – some families are walking 1 mile every day, others are
walking 10,000 steps every day in Lent. Would you like to join them too? OLOP has a
set up a justgiving page if you would like to help with their fundraising. Please go to
www.justgiving.com and search for Our Lady of Pity’s Walk for Water in Lent.

st

ON SUNDAY 21 MARCH Churches Together in England will mark the anniversary of the start of the first national
lockdown and the ecumenical #PrayersOfHope initiative. Please use this link for further information:
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/605437/Home/Coronavirus/_Prayers_of.aspx
rd

A NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION, which is being led by Marie Curie, is to take place on Tuesday 23 March and
marks the one year anniversary of the UK going into the first national lockdown. Join a minute of silence at 12noon,
shine a light at 8pm or reflect on the last year in your own way. For further information on how you can get involved
please visit: https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/get-involved/day-of-reflection#involved
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are now available for this year. Please contact Phoebe in the Parish Office
(stcathhoylake@gmail.com) if you would like to have your box delivered. Thank you.
HAVE YOU HAD A LOOK at our Lent page on our website? There are some resources that
may be of interest during this Lenten season: https://stcatherineshoylake.org.uk/lent/

Would you like to contact the Parish Office or do you have any items for the
newsletter? Please email stcathhoylake@gmail.com. Thank you!

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Gospel: John 12:20-33

IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Gospel: John 12:20-33

explains that even though he will die, he
will come back to live in an even better
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Find Lent activities and prayers at cafod.org.uk/primary

Find Lent activities and prayers at cafod.org.uk/families
Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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way, just like when a little seed dies, and
comes back to life as a wonderful plant.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Father in
heaven, we know that when we do difficult
things we grow braver and stronger. Help
us to grow stronger in love by giving up
what we want and helping others. Amen.
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