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Sunday 28th March 2021

ST AGNES

Intentions

Saturday 27th Mar: 5.30pm

Mass

Dolly Patterson

Palm Sunday 28th Mar: 10.30am

Mass

Peter Cassidy

Wednesday 31st Mar: 9.15am

Mass

Cheryl Probbing

Holy Thursday 1st April: 7pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper*

Will Reynolds

Good Friday 2

nd

April: 3pm
rd

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion*

Easter Saturday 3 April: 8pm

Easter Vigil*

Ray and Irene Basquill

Easter Sunday: 10.30am

Easter Sunday Mass* and online via Zoom

Joe Cawley

ST CATHERINE’S
Palm Sunday 28th Mar: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Jutta Boening

st

Mass of the Lord’s Supper* and online via Zoom

Edward Lambe

Good Friday 2

nd

April: 11am

Children’s Stations of the Cross* and online via Zoom

Good Friday 2

nd

April: 3pm

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion*

th

Easter Sunday Mass*

Holy Thursday 1 April: 7pm

Easter Sunday 4 April: 9am

Mike and Jean Farrer

*Tickets are required for these services*

FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION Today we enter the most significant week in the Church’s calendar.
We call it Palm Sunday and we call it Passion Sunday. We dance the liturgy in, cry a joy-packed
“Hosanna!” to a triumphant king. Fifteen minutes later we are crushed with sadness, laid low in desolation.
The king has been betrayed with a kiss, delivered to a Roman governor, lashed with whips, crowned with
thorns, pinned to a cross till his breathed his last and is laid lifeless in a tomb. From triumph to tragedy in a
quarter hour? What can such a liturgy mean? The meaning lies in its very name: Palm/Passion Sunday.
Passion and palms make up a single mystery. We call it the paschal mystery. And what is that? An
inseparable two-in-one: the dying/rising of Jesus. During these 40 days of Lent, the Church has been
trying to initiate us gradually, progressively, ever more intensely into the paschal mystery. Not the sheer
history: dying on Friday, rising on Sunday. More the mystery: in Jesus’ very dying there is rising; life
comes through death, not simply after death. Put another way, the tragedy of Calvary is not a promise of
triumph at Easter. The cross is itself a triumph. In Christ’s death there is life. Lifted up in crucifixion, he
draws women and men into his life. That is why the Church puts palms and thorns together. But there is
more. The liturgy symbolizes, sacramentalizes what ought to go on in our lives. And so we are called to
ceaselessly reproduce the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem, not only in the liturgy but in our flesh and bones.
In this life we rise to new life only by dying, ceaselessly dying. Dying to what? Fundamentally, to sin and to
self. Dying to sin is never ended. For dying to sin is not merely turning from evil; dying to sin is turning to
Christ, and turning to Christ is a constant conversion. More difficult perhaps is dying to self. Here you let
go of where you’ve been. This is a very human problem. How do you let go of where you’ve been, of the
past that is so much a part of you? Not forget it; let go of it. Essential to our Christian journey is the
journeying of Christ. And to let go of yesterday is to die a little. Like Jesus we must leave Nazareth and the
Sea of Galilee and turn our face to Jerusalem, our Jerusalem. We will find fresh crosses there; but for our
consolation and strength, we have the paradoxical promise of our crucified and risen Lord: It is in losing
your life that you find it; it is in dying that you come alive.
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MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families, especially Jean White and Gillian
Prescott.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom schedule for Holy Week is:
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7pm: St Catherine’s
Good Friday Children’s Stations of the Cross: 11am: St Catherine’s
Easter Sunday Mass: 10.30am: St Agnes
The link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 All those who have contacted the Parish Office
for the Zoom details will automatically be sent the link.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS for our Parish Communities in West Kirby and Hoylake will continue on
Friday 26th March at 7.30pm. Please join us via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826521409 Meeting ID: 898 2652 1409. If you are unable to join the
Parish Stations of the Cross, a recorded reflection of the Stations of the Cross by the American
Bishop Robert Barron is available here: https://stations.wordonfire.org/stations-of-the-cross and for
the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary with reflections:
https://rosary.wordonfire.org/sorrowful
This year there are some changes to Palm Sunday in church:
*No Solemn Entrance
*The whole liturgy takes place inside with the congregation in their places
*The shorter form of the Passion from the Gospel of St Mark will be read
*Palms will be blessed in the usual place in the liturgy but will be
distributed by the stewards wearing single use gloves at the end of Mass
on exiting church.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP is this Sunday at 11.15am via Zoom before
we take a break for the Easter holidays. Please email Phoebe
(stagneswestkirby@gmail.com) in the Parish Office for details.
NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: "You can attend places of worship for a service. However, you must
not mingle with anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain
strict social distancing at all times."
GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS: In line with governmental and diocesan
guidelines we have the following safety measures in place:
• on arrival for Mass, a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable
bench depending on whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual
observing at all times the 1m+ social distancing procedures.
• everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you and
ensure it is worn correctly over your nose and mouth. There will be some available if
you do not have one.
• please remain in your bench at the end of Mass and wait to be asked to leave by a steward.
This ensures safe distancing on exiting the church.
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•

•

we have calculated that a maximum of 80 people will be able to attend each Mass at St
Agnes. If you are able to attend Mass in the week, please do come then so that those who
can only attend Mass on a Sunday are able to. Booking is not required (with the exception of
Holy Week). We are sorry if church is at full capacity when you arrive, however, please
understand the stewards are following guidelines to protect everybody.
Please also bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days
remains suspended. Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

Holy Thursday 1st April
Good Friday 2nd April
Holy Saturday 3rd April
Easter Sunday 4th April

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7pm
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion: 3pm
Easter Vigil for St Agnes and St Catherine’s Parishes: 8pm
Mass: 10.30am

[*All services are now full*]
Thank you for all your booking request forms. Tickets have been sent out via email. Please print,
complete your details and bring your ticket to church. A steward will greet you and guide you to your
allocated place. For those without email addresses, you will find your tickets at the back of church
this weekend.
Please do let the Parish Office (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com) know if you are unable to attend any
of the services as we can then offer tickets to parishioners on our waiting list.
We are sorry if you have requested a place during Holy Week and the service is full. You will be
contacted as soon as possible if a place becomes available.
Thank you very much for your understanding during these unprecedented times.
Wishing you a very Happy Easter!
CONNECTING WITH PARISHIONERS: If you would like a friendly chat with a fellow parishioner
during isolation and lockdown, or know of anyone who would appreciate a phone call, please
contact the Parish Office via email: stagneswestkirby@gmail.com.
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are now available for this year and can be delivered to your house.
Please contact Ruth McDonald on 0151 625 8434 to arrange delivery.
GIFT AID: if you have previously donated with gift aid but now do not pay tax or if you now pay tax
and wish to gift aid your donation please call John Brown on 0151 625 6361. Thank you.
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CHURCHES TOGETHER in West Kirby have put together a collection of videos on the theme of
Easter Hope. An Easter Hope video will appear on the Churches Together Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/WestKirbyChurchesTogether) at 6.30pm each day from Monday 29th to Easter
Sunday. Fr David's is due to appear on the Tuesday of Holy Week. You don't need to have a
Facebook account to see the video, just click on the link and scroll down, beyond where it invites
you to log in. The videos will be available to watch after 6.30pm too.
Join in the Churches Together act of witness to our faith and unity by displaying a cross in your
garden or window from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. Your cross can be any size, any material,
use something simple, or get creative! All ages can join in, and they would love to share your photos
on the West Kirby Churches Together Facebook page.
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND: A Second Easter with no pilgrims in the Holy Land. Normally a
very busy time and a big opportunity to earn money for the majority (80%) of Christian families, but
with no Government support and little prospect of a vaccination, hunger and hardship is the
reality. You can help by offering your prayers, making donations or by buying olive wood. Please
contact Friends of the Holy Land West Wirral Group via Peter Ryan 625 5158 or
via office@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk. We have a stock of olive wood holding crosses and olive
wood rosary beads, which we can deliver.
CAFOD LENT APPEAL: This year Our Lady of Pity RC Primary School is
joining Cafod in their Walk for Water challenge. The children and their
families are raising money to support CAFOD’s work in helping to provide
safe water for all. They are setting their own challenges – some families are
walking 1 mile every day, others are walking 10,000 steps every day in Lent.
Would you like to join them too? OLOP has a set up a justgiving page if you
would like to help with their fundraising. Please go to www.justgiving.com
and search for Our Lady of Pity’s Walk for Water in Lent.

Do you have any items for the newsletter?
Please email (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com). Thank you.
Palm Sunday
Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47

Palm Sunday
Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... We hear our Jesus was
betrayed and how he was killed for speaking the truth. Jesus

Find Lent activities and prayers at cafod.org.uk/families
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was handed over to the Romans who cruelly nailed him to a
cross.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, today you were bullied
and hurt. People told lies about you. Your friends left you.
Even you, God’s Son, were treated badly. Help me to be
brave when people hurt me and to forgive those who say bad
things about me. Help us all to treat other people kindly.
Amen.

Find Lent activities and prayers at cafod.org.uk/primary

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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