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WEEK COMMENCING SUNDAY 29th November 2020
(Readings-Sundays: Cycle A, Weekdays: Cycle 2, Psalter Week 1)
1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT (Gospel: Mark 13:33-37)
ST CATHERINE’S
Sunday: 10am

Mass online via Zoom (Parishioners)

Tuesday: 9.15am - 10.15am

Private Prayer

Thursday: 9.15am

Service of Word and Communion

Sunday: 10am

Mass online via Zoom (Parishioners)

Monday: 9.30am-10.30am

Private Prayer

Wednesday: 9.15am

Mass (Dan McCloskey RIP)

Friday: 9.15am

Mass (Geoffrey Watt RIP)

ST AGNES

FR DAVID'S GOSPEL REFLECTION: Advent is a wreath of evergreen, a symbol of life, of growth, of hope.
It’s the overture to the Church’s year. The theme, the focus, is salvation. Not some abstract, flimsy pie-in-the-sky. The
message is startling: God Himself will come to save. Both Isaiah and Mark sum up in a single word what the Church
expects of us during Advent: “Prepare!” Prepare for the coming of Christ. Not for his first coming; that has come and
gone. Prepare for his return. When Scripture focuses on Christ’s final coming, the stress is not on when and how.
Interesting issues, of course, but not crucial. The crucial question is, whenever Christ comes, however he comes, will
we be ready?

MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families especially Simon Duffy, Anne Harrison
Ellwand, Andrew O’Connell, Patricia Meyer and Florence Wild.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are ill.
NEW NATIONAL RESTRICTIONS are in effect until Wednesday 2
Sunday

at

10am

via

Zoom.

The

link

for

Mass

nd

December. Fr David will celebrate Mass on

is

(also

available

on

our

website):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524. Children’s Liturgy via Zoom continues on Sundays at 11.15am. Please
contact Phoebe in the Parish Office (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) if you would like to receive the link weekly and the
weekly recording of Sunday Mass.
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St Catherine’s is open for private prayer on Tuesday 1 December at 9.15am - 10.15am. From Wednesday 2

nd

December the public celebration of Mass will restart and the previous guidance will be reinstated. Please note the
rd

Service of Word and Communion on Thursday 3 December will not be live streamed via Zoom.
CHRISTMAS MASSES: Full details will be in next week’s newsletter.
GUIDANCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: In line with governmental and diocesan guidelines we have the following
safety measures in place:
•

on arrival a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable bench depending on
whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual observing at all times a 2m social
distancing procedure. A maximum of ten people are permitted in the church at any time during private
prayer.

•

everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you. There will be some available if
you do not have one.

•

individual private prayer is for 15 minutes duration. Please support the stewards by keeping to the guidance.
You may be politely reminded when your 15 minutes has elapsed.

•

you can choose whether you would like to leave your name and contact details as part of the NHS Test and
Trace service. You can either use the QR code on the posters which can be found at the entrance, or you
will find a card and pen in your bench to do so. This information will be kept by the Parish for 21 days and
destroyed after this time. Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.
th

NOVEMBER LIST AND DECEASED LOVED ONES MASS was celebrated on Thursday 26 November at 9.15am
via Zoom. If you were unable to attend the Mass, the recording can be found on our website under the ‘New National
Restrictions’ page.
PRAY AS YOU GO DURING ADVENT: Why not 'Pray as you go' (maybe in the car or on foot) or ‘Pray as you stay’
(at home) to help prepare for Christmas? Can you spare about 10 minutes a day, or 20 minutes a week to follow an
Advent Retreat. Your life will be transformed! Full details can be found https://pray-as-you-go.org/retreat/advent-andchristmas or https://www.sacredspace.ie/retreats/advent2020. Pray as you go is a daily prayer session and can be
downloaded from your usual app store. In collaboration with Sacred Space, you can listen and read step-by-step via
the Sacred Space website.
CARITAS AT CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2020: Caritas would like to provide food and gifts to those most in need in the
Shrewsbury Diocese this Christmas and are asking for your support, even the smallest contribution will make a big
difference. Online giving is available through Virgin Money Giving and links can be found on the Caritas website:
caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/contact.
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND are selling Christmas Cards this year and are happy to deliver to you if required. A
pack of 10 cards is £3.50 with a choice of designs. Please contact Peter Ryan on 0151 625 5158. On Saturday
5 December at 10am FHL will feature the widows cared for at St Martha's House in Bethlehem demonstrating the
preparation of traditional Palestinian Christmas lunch. You need to register in advance by sending an email
to: peter.rand@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk
Would you like to receive the weekly newsletter electronically or do you know anyone
who doesn’t have access to the Internet and would like a paper copy sent to them?
Please contact Phoebe in the Parish Office (stcathhoylake@gmail.com).
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)

IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus wants his friends to be ready to welcome him. Jesus tells a story about a man
who leaves his servants in charge while he is away travelling. They will be ready to welcome their master home,
whatever time of the day or night he comes back. Jesus’ friends are getting ready to welcome him too!

A PRAYER TO SAY..Thank you, Jesus, for promising to come to us. Help us to be ready to welcome you with
open and loving hearts. Amen.

Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398. Illustration: Emma Metcalfe

Find out more about children around the world at cafod.org.uk/picturemyworld

Look at the illustration. It is very busy with lots of things going on. Can you spot:

• The person who needs someone to be kind to them?
• The person who needs someone to share with them?
• The person who needs some help?
Think about what you would do to help one of these people and draw yourself into the
picture.
Advent wreath
Make your own Advent wreath as one way to remember that we are getting ready to
welcome Jesus.
1. Cut a hole in the middle of a paper plate
2. Draw around your hands on green recycled paper and ask others to do the same
3. Stick the cut-out hands around the outside of the paper plate to make the leaves
4. Make four candles by rolling paper into tubes (3 purple and 1 pink)
5. Attach a paper flame to one candle on each Sunday of Advent
Use our online Advent calendar for children: cafod.org.uk/familyadventcalendar
Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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First Sunday of Advent (Year B)

