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WEEK	COMMENCING	SUNDAY	17th	May	2020	

(Readings-Sundays:	Cycle	A,	Weekdays:	Cycle	2,	Psalter	Week	2)	
	

SIXTH	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	
(Gospel:	John	14:15-21)	

 
During the public health crisis and following official advice, Sunday and Weekday Mass and Sacraments will not be 
publicly celebrated until further notice.  Fr David will continue to celebrate Mass in the Parish without a congregation.   
  
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
DO YOU KNOW about churchservices.tv?  You can watch Mass live from parishes all over the UK and Ireland.  
Simply type the name of a church into the search box and you will be able to livestream the Mass. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES also include: 

• Walsingham: walsingham.org.uk 
• St. Anthony’s, Wythenshawe: churchservices.tv/stanthonyswythenshawe 
• Fr Denis McBride: rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
• Bishop Robert Baron: wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
• Shrewsbury Cathedral: dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
• CAFOD Children’s Liturgy: cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy  
• Thursday 21st May 7pm: Mass for the sick, their families, healthcare workers and carers: this week it is from 

Our Lady Help of Christians and Saint Peter of Alcantara in Shrewsbury with Bishop Mark Davies.  
http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/live-masses 

	
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families, especially Michael Lalor, Reg Smith, Rosina 
Williams and Joyce Schorah.   
 
PLEASE PAUSE FOR PRAYER for Reg Smith on Wednesday 27th May at 11.00am when his funeral will take place.  
May he rest in peace. Please remember his family during this challenging time especially as funerals are currently 
restricted to 15 family members only.   
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are ill.  
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PLEASE ALSO REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS our children who were going to receive 
their First Holy Communion this Saturday.  The children are continuing to prepare with their 
families at home and once it is safe to do so they will come together to celebrate with their 
families and their catechists. 
 

 

Do you know of any parishioners who need our prayers?  Please contact Phoebe (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) in 
the Parish Office.  

 
LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER:	If you are in need of help or would like a friendly voice on the phone, please do 
email Fr David frdavidjroberts@gmail.com or Deacon John Fegan jfegan.meols@btinternet.com and they will contact 
you.  

 

HAVE YOU been on our website recently?  Our new look website stcatherineshoylake.org.uk is full of 
information on how to access mass online as well as keeping you up to date with Fr David’s Reflections, the Parish 
newsletter, Sunday bulletins and resources for daily prayer.  If you would like any help accessing it or have any 
feedback, please email stcathhoylake@gmail.com. 

 
FR DAVID’S REFLECTION on how to access God’s Word and nourish our spiritual lives during these difficult weeks 
is available on St Agnes’ website: www.st-agnes-west-kirby.org.uk/blog/lectio-divina/lectio-divina-an-introduction/   
 
ST CATHERINE’S CHILDREN’S LITURGY now has a Facebook Group (private).  We hope our families will join as a 
way to stay in touch and help our children on their faith journey.  Our first online Liturgy via Zoom took place last 
Sunday.  We were so pleased to see so many happy faces and after receiving such positive feedback we will now be 
coming together every Sunday at the same time (11.15am), same place!  Please email Phoebe 
(stcathhoylake@gmail.com) in the Parish Office for details.  **We received this beautiful drawing from two of our 
children after our Children’s Liturgy last Sunday - we just had to share it!** 
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CHURCH OFFERTORY GIVING: Some parishioners who use Offertory envelopes have asked how they can 
contribute at this time.  

• Your donation can be put into your envelopes as usual and then put into the collection once Masses 
recommence. You can just use one envelope to do this if you prefer.  For safety reasons please do not post 
envelopes through the presbytery door.  

• Alternatively you could set up a Standing Order.  The form can be found on our website or please email 
Phoebe Gibson in the Parish Office (stcathhoylake@gmail.com) for a copy. If you bank online, you can use 
the information on the form to set up a Standing Order. Or, you can print off the form, complete your details, 
and submit it to your bank. 	 

• An online donation page has also been set up by the Diocese to simplify the process of giving online. The 
webpage allows you to make a one off donation or a regular monthly payment. It can be found 
at https://investmycommunity.com/not-logged-donator/page/StCatherine&StMartinaHoylake2203 This link will 
be added to our Parish website. If you would like to give in this way but would like some help then please 
email the Parish Office and one of us will contact you to talk you through the process. 
 

Please do not give more than you can afford. Please note that you may adjust or cancel your Standing Order 
at any time, should you wish.  We would like to thank you for supporting your parish during these difficult 
times; it is very much appreciated.  
 
USEFUL SUPPORT CONTACTS 
 
• Helpers in Hoylake & Meols is a local group on Facebook set up to match local volunteers with anyone that 

needs shopping and prescription pick up. 
• NHS Volunteer Responders Portal. This site will provide you with further information if you are self-isolating 

and need support. You can find out how you can access support and things to consider if you are going to 
receive support. https:// royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/nhs-volunteer-responders-portal/isolating volunteering 

• NHS Mental Health Crisis Line 0300 303 3972.  It covers Wirral, Chester West, Chester East and is staffed 
24/7.  

• Kooth is aimed at young people (aged 11-25) offering free, safe and anonymous support through booked, online 
counselling sessions. www.kooth.com 

• Age UK Wirral offers a prearranged shopping service.  Please contact them on: 0151 482 3456. 
• Government List If you are at high risk and a clinically extremely vulnerable person, you can register on the 

government website and will deliver a weekly grocery pack www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 
• If you require any help with Council Tax payments during the crisis please contact Wirral MBC via any of the 

following contacts: counciltax@wirral.gov.uk 0151 606 2002 www.wirral.gov.uk/council-tax/support 
 
WIRRAL FOODBANK is continuing to support people with emergency food but they are now running a reduced 
service due to the coronavirus. Food operations have now been centralised with Wirral Council who have set up 
a single Emergency Food Hub.  If you need emergency food support, please visit wirral.foodbank.org.uk/get-
help/how-to-get-help/.  If you are able to donate food items during this health crisis, donation points are available 
at the following supermarkets: Tesco (Heswall, Rock Ferry and Bidston), Asda (Birkenhead, Bromborough, 
Liscard and Arrowe Park), Sainsbury’s (Upton and Greasby).   
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Cardinal talks about safely re-opening churches for private prayer on Radio 4’s Today 
Programme (Source: Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales) 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols spoke to presenter Justin Webb on BBC Radio 4’s Today programme on 14 
May about how Catholic Churches can be safely re-opened for private prayer as the UK government 
eases its lockdown restrictions to combat the spread of COVID-19.	
	

Justin Webb (presenter’s cue) 
Is it right that you can go to a garden centre or to the council tip, but not to church? Faith leaders are 
meeting ministers on Friday to try and change this. Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Archbishop of 
Westminster and President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.	

Cardinal Nichols 
What we want to say (to ministers) is that the issue of how people are able to practice their faith are 
profound and are sensitive and we would like a bit more sensitivity from the government. And we 
would like to remind them that the Catholic Church certainly has put forward already detailed 
protocols, agreed with Public Health England about how we can start the process, step by step, of 
making churches available for people. 

We want to do this for a couple of reasons, one is because they offer a private, quiet space for 
individual prayer and that helps people’s inner stability, and also because the faiths are a terrific 
motivator for aspects of the service that are given in society today. Within a mile of here there are two 
Catholic institutions that feed 300 people every day and that is motivated, in a good part, by their faith. 

Now, in these last weeks, we’ve been creative, we’ve been faithful. Mass has been celebrated every 
single day in Catholic churches. People have joined in online but there’s something, a big, big feeling 
in the religious communities, of wanting to get back to a fuller practice of their faith, as long as we can 
do it safely. 

Justin Webb 
What would it involve in practical terms? 

Cardinal Nichols 
Well, to begin with, I would like churches available for people to go and kneel and say their prayers, 
privately, individually. It would mean a routine of supervision; a routine of social distancing; a routine of 
cleansing. And all of that we believe we can do. 

There’s another thing it needs. It needs an understanding of what goes on in places of worship is quite 
different from one to another. So a personal, individual prayer in a Catholic church is not something 
that is much done in Pentecostal churches, which tend to concentrate on big gatherings, and it’s not 
what’s done in mosques where people pray side by side. So we need a bit of differentiated thinking. 
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If I could use the analogy of sport… At the moment, it’s okay to play tennis with your family, in a bit it 
will be okay to have a kick around with your mates in the park. It’ll be quite a time before we can go to 
formal football matches. It’s all sport, but we need to differentiate. We are talking about the practice of 
faith, but we also need to differentiate to make things safe – step by step. 

Justin Webb 
You can see, can’t you, why the government is so ill-equipped to do that in a sense. They don’t want 
to get involved in one faith being allowed to do something that another isn’t. But you are saying, if you 
are going to be literate about religion, you have to grasp the nettle, if i can mix up all sorts of 
metaphors. 

Cardinal Nichols 
Yes and probably be stung a bit as well. 

Justin Webb 
Well, that’s the point isn’t it? 

Cardinal Nichols 
This is why the taskforce that meets will bring together these perceptions and the religious literacy that 
is needed to take this forward. But I think it can be done. We have to do it in a very co-operative way, 
reflecting Lord Blunkett’s comments. But we’ve got plans; we’ve got preparation and we know the 
depth of peoples’ feeling and their need, so that they can live their faith well and safely. That’s what 
we are looking for. 

Justin Webb 
It was that last point I was going to finish with if we may. What have you heard from people about the 
need that they feel in themselves physically to be in Catholic churches?” 

Cardinal Nichols 
The Catholic faith has a particular structure and pattern which is built around sacraments and 
sacraments are explicit moments in which we are contact with the Lord. People have been distanced 
from their sacraments. They have been able to follow Mass every day and hundreds of thousands of 
people have joined in online. But every single one of them wants to be able to receive Holy 
Communion. 

It’s a fast for us = it’s quite a painful fast – and that’s true for other faiths. I was talking to four Imams 
yesterday and they would say the same. Think of the patterns of Ramadan and the sacrifice of the 
Muslim community is making by never meeting outside their families during Ramadan, and at the end 
of the big feast. 
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So there is a great deal of deep spiritual sacrifice being made and, okay, we’re willing, but we want to 
know that we are appreciated and the sensitivities are recognised and that we have these 
opportunities to open up – safely, step by step. 

Justin Webb 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols thank you very much for speaking to us. 

 

Prayers for the Pandemic: for a household in lockdown
 

God of the indoors, 
who knew the confines of domestic space 

at a time of little comfort, 
help us in this time of confinement, 

help us to see it as an act of love, in solidarity 
with those who care for us and put their own lives 

on the line for the sake of others. 
 

Help us to ‘make room’ for each other, even if room is scarce, 
help us to find reserves of patience we never knew we had, 

to take offence less easily, to find in our hearts 
an easy apology when we’re petulant. 

Help us to be attentive, careful, and thoughtful. 
May we draw deeply from the well 

of our most loving times. 
 

Raymond Friel

(Redemptorist Publications) 

 

‘If you love me’, Jesus says to his disciples, ‘you will keep doing all the good things I have told you. Jesus then tells 
them that he will leave them a very special friend, the Holy Spirit.  We may not see the Holy Spirit, but we will know 
the Holy Spirit who lives in us and will help us. 
 

Dear Jesus, I love you and I know you love me too.  Walk with me always and show me how to be kind and loving.  
Amen. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter (A) Reflection 
 
 
 

Loneliness is one of the most universal human experiences. It is an experience that enters everyone’s life 
at some point. You might have felt it as a child when you were left out of a game. You might have felt it 
when you went away to a university. You might have felt it as a teacher when students didn’t respond to 
your carefully planned class. And perhaps you are experiencing it now as we live through these 
challenging times. Unable to hug your grandchildren or visit your family; prevented from spending time with 
your friends. Surely every human being can recall that unsettling unrest that makes us say, ‘I feel lonely.’ 
 
At the Last Supper, when Jesus’ disciples are expressing their anguished concern that his going away will 
separate them from him, Jesus reassures them that his going away will be a new coming to them. This 
does not mean that Jesus’ role is replaced, but rather that there is an intimate relationship between the 
ministry of Jesus and that of the Spirit. He tells them that he can only come to them in this new way if he 
goes away as the historical, physical presence they have so far experienced. Therefore, rather than being 
troubled and sad, they should rejoice because he is going to the Father, for only with the Father can he 
send them the Paraclete who will be his new presence within them. 
 
As we noted in the reflection last week, John’s particular and unique use of the word ‘Paraclete’ for the role 
of the Holy Spirit is difficult to translate in English. In the Greek of the time it meant “one called alongside,” 
particularly one called to help in a legal situation. This courtroom atmosphere can be seen in English 
translations like “Advocate, Counselor.” However there are other translations which include “Comforter” 
and “Helper.” While in the Gospel of John there is a legal tone to some of what Jesus said about the 
Paraclete, first and foremost, the Paraclete represents the “presence” of Jesus. 
 
At the Last Supper, the context of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples were sorrowful because he was 
departing. Jesus responds with a promise: “I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to 
be with you forever, that Spirit of truth whom the world can never receive…he is with you, he is in you. I 
will not leave you orphans.” This promise that someone just like Jesus was coming to take his place was 
consoling.  
 
Sometimes those who are suffering or lonely, as so many are at this present time, need to call in someone 
to console and comfort them. It is this aspect of the Paraclete which is caught by the English translation 
“Comforter” and “Consoler.” The Paraclete’s presence is not visible, nevertheless the presence is real. 
Indeed, the Paraclete dwells in every one of us who loves Jesus and keeps his commandments. And we 
should never forget that the Paraclete is just as present in us as he was in the first disciples of Jesus. 
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Cardinal Mercier, one of the great bishops of the early twentieth century, had these words of wisdom for 
his priests. “I am going to reveal to you a secret of sanctity and happiness. If every day during five minutes 
you keep your imagination quiet, shut your eyes to all the things of sense, and close your ears to all the 
sounds of earth so as to be able to withdraw into the sanctuary of your baptised soul which is the Temple 
of the Holy Spirit saying: 
 
O Holy Spirit, soul of my soul, I adore you; 
Enlighten, guide, strengthen and console me. 
Tell me what I ought to do and command me to do it. 
I promise to be submissive in everything that you shall ask me  
And to accept all that you permit to happen to me. 
Only show me your will. 
 
If you do this your life will pass happily and serenely; consolation will abound even in the midst of troubles 
for grace will be given in proportion to the trial as well as strength to bear it bringing you to the gates of 
paradise full of merit. This submission to the Holy Spirit is the secret of sanctity”. 

	
Fr David Roberts 

*	http://www.st-agnes-west-kirby.org.uk/blog/ 


