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WEEK	COMMENCING	SUNDAY	5th	April	2020	
(Readings-Sundays:	Cycle	A,	Weekdays:	Cycle	2,	Psalter	Week	2)	

	

PALM	SUNDAY	OF	THE	PASSION	OF	THE	LORD	
 

During the public health crisis and following official advice, Sunday and Weekday Mass will not be publicly celebrated 
until further notice.  Fr David will continue to celebrate Mass in the Parish without a congregation.   
 
Baptisms, Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and Matrimony are also deferred until 
such time that the public health advice is that congregations can gather safely. 
  
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES is available at: 
www.walsingham.org.uk 
www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy This is a fantastic resource from CAFOD for Children’s liturgy.  
 
These links are also available on our website: stcatherineshoylake.org.uk. 

	
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families, especially Pat Owens, Julie Brown, Father 
Chris Dwyer, Paul O'Connor and Brian Smith.   
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are ill.  
	
LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER:	If you are in need of help or would like a friendly voice on the phone, please do 
email Fr David stcathhoylake@gmail.com or Deacon John Fegan jfegan.meols@btinternet.com and they will contact 
you.   
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Palm Sunday Reflection 

 
 
	

	
Today is a strange sort of day. Not only here in the Wirral but all through the Catholic world. From Cape Cod to Cape 
Horn, from Paris to Mozambique, we Catholics are weaving our way through a strange liturgy. We set off waving 
palm branches, singing “Hosanna!’  Fifteen minutes later we are crushed with sadness, laid low in desolation. The 
king has been betrayed with a kiss, lashed with whips, crowned with thorns, nailed to a cross till he breathes his last. 
What can this all mean?  The meaning lies in its very name. We call today both Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. 
Not sadness this Sunday, joy next Sunday. Passion/Palm Sunday weds triumph to tragedy, hosannas to curses, joy 
to sorrow, life to death. Does this sound like nonsense?  
 
It certainly shouldn’t. After all, our life too, is a living/dying. Not swinging like a pendulum from one to the other; not 
manic in the morning and depressive in the evening. The two are wed together. In your dying is your living; in your 
dying is your rising. Remember the paradoxical promise of Christ: It is in losing your life that you find it; it is in dying 
that you come alive. You must die in two ways. Die to sin and die to self in order to live for others. 
 
The readings for Palm Sunday present a significant challenge to us especially since we are unable to gather today to 
celebrate the Eucharist. Unlike many liturgies, Holy Week engages the whole community in bodily movement. Today 
we usually process with palms. On Holy Thursday we wash the feet of some parishioners, move silently and 
reverently to kiss the cross on Good Friday, and walk with candles from an Easter Fire at the Easter Vigil. These 
actions remind us that we live Holy Week as a community and we carry Christ’s cross together. This year that is 
made more difficult. However, let me offer a brief reflection on the Passion according to St. Matthew.  
 
Matthew’s Passion has some distinctive features that are worth noting. Scripture scholars believe that Matthew and 
Luke adapted their material from Mark, whose Gospel is generally believed to have been the first to be written. 
Almost 80 percent of Matthew’s Passion account is identical in vocabulary and content to Mark’s. Matthew, however, 
adds several details not found in Mark’s Gospel. For example, Matthew includes the death of Judas; Pilate’s washing 
his hands of responsibility for Jesus’ death, Pilate’s wife’s dream. Throughout Matthew’s Gospel, divine guidance is 
often revealed in dreams – Joseph’s dream to take the child and his mother to Egypt and the magi’s dream to flee 
Bethlehem are two examples. Matthew alone recounts the earthquake at Jesus’ death, when tombs are opened and 
many of the saints are raised, a vivid symbol that death is conquered at the very moment of its apparent victory. 
So what might all this say to us? 
 
The cross on which Jesus hung did not disappear following the resurrection. The shadow of the cross continues to 
fall over human history; indeed it falls over the lives of each one of us. Newsprint and internet spells it out for us each 
day, TV flashes before our eyes: war in the middle east; extreme poverty in Africa; children in wealthy countries 
growing up below the poverty line; drugs and alcohol destroying minds and bodies; all our ills from stroke through 
cancer to the Coronavirus; and hovering over each one of us, the spectre of death.  
 
So what? On broad lines, two responses. For some suffering and death is simply fact. We are born as and when 
chance would have it.  
 
For others, things are more complex: God enters the picture. A God who is a question or an answer, a problem or a 
solution. If the cross reveals anything, it declares the central Christian paradox: From death springs life. I may not be 
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able to explain why bad things happen to good people, but as a Christian I must believe that there is no human 
torment that cannot be touched to the cross of Christ. That in the midst of suffering, God draws close to me. At the 
heart of Christian faith is the belief that in the coming of Christ God’s compassion became ever more intimate, 
sharing the pain of the world in the flesh. In Christ, God’s compassion is poured out into the world. 
 
The Passion gives us a glimpse into the heart of God, which burned with care. We can describe God’s care for the 
world as “pathos”. As a term, pathos signifies a kind of suffering feeling; it is the root of the word “a-pathetic”, 
meaning without feeling, as well as its opposite, “sym-pathetic”, meaning with feeling for others in their suffering and 
pain. In the great texts of both the Old and New Testament, our God is a God of pathos. A God who feels intensely: 
loves, cares, gets angry over injustice, urges, prods, forgives, gets disappointed, gets frustrated, weeps, suffers, 
pours out mercy, consoles, wipes away tears.  
 
A special pathos accompanies us this Holy Week as the world battles against the Coronavirus. Many people are 
living in fear and isolation. Too many people have already lost their lives and we know that many more are going to 
die in the coming weeks and months. In the last week we have witnessed the lasting grief of the families and friends 
of loved ones. With Christ on the cross this year are those many doctors and nurses who gave their lives trying to 
save others, as well as those young as well as old whose lives were simply snatched away by this deadly virus. 
However, may we never forget that passion was not the last word in the life of Christ. And so too for us, however 
many difficulties and sufferings we endure, they are not the last word in our life. Jesus died not into nothingness, into 
annihilation, but into the embrace of the living God. God encompassed him with a love that ultimately transformed 
him into new life. We may find it hard to imagine this now, but the heart of our faith breaks out in the exclamation, 
“Christ is risen, Alleluia”.  
 
Reflect 
• How do I understand Jesus’ death on the cross? 
• Do you find it hard to trust God when you are afraid? 
• What do I want to ask of God in this coming week? 

Fr David Roberts 
 

(Redemptorist Publications) 

 

After sharing a special supper with his friends Jesus goes to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane.  While he is there, 
soldiers come and arrest him and the frightened disciples run away.  Three times, Peter says he doesn’t know Jesus.  
Then the cock crows for morning, just as Jesus had said it would.  The leaders of the people decide Jesus should 
die.  He is cruelly beaten by the soldiers and taken to a hill called Golgotha where he is nailed to a large cross.  After 
a long while Jesus dies.  His body is taken and put in a tomb guarded by soldiers. 
 

Father God, help us to be brave like Jesus and to always do what is right and loving. Amen. 


