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WEEK	COMMENCING	SUNDAY	19th	April	2020	

(Readings-Sundays:	Cycle	A,	Weekdays:	Cycle	2,	Psalter	Week	4:	JOHN	20:19-31)	
	

SECOND	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	
 

During the public health crisis and following official advice, Sunday and Weekday Mass will not be publicly celebrated 
until further notice.  Fr David will continue to celebrate Mass in the Parish without a congregation.  Baptisms, 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and Matrimony are also deferred until such time 
that the public health advice is that congregations can gather safely. 
  
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES include: 

• Walsingham: walsingham.org.uk 
• St. Anthony’s, Wythenshawe: churchservices.tv/stanthonyswythenshawe 
• Fr Denis McBride: rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
• Bishop Robert Baron: wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
• Shrewsbury Cathedral: dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
• CAFOD Children’s Liturgy: cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy (This is a fantastic resource for 

children.) 
 
FR DAVID’S REFLECTIONS for Holy Week and previous Sundays are available on our website at 
stcatherineshoylake.org.uk/holy-week.  Audio versions of the reflections are available on St Agnes’ website: st-
agnes-west-kirby.org.uk/blog/ 

	
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families, especially Rosina Williams, Joyce Schorah 
and Pat Owens.   
 
PLEASE PAUSE FOR PRAYER for Joyce Schorah on Monday 4th May at 10.30am and Rosina Williams on 
Thursday 7th May at 12.00pm when their funerals will take place.  May they rest in peace. Please remember their 
families during this challenging time especially as funerals are currently restricted to 15 family members only.   
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are ill.  
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LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER:	If you are in need of help or would like a friendly voice on the phone, please do 
email Fr David frdavidjroberts@gmail.com or Deacon John Fegan jfegan.meols@btinternet.com and they will contact 
you.  
 
WIRRAL FOODBANK is continuing to support people with emergency food but they are now running a reduced 
service due to the coronavirus. Food operations have now been centralised with Wirral Council who have set up a 
single Emergency Food Hub.  If you need emergency food support, please visit wirral.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/how-
to-get-help/.  If you are able to donate food items during this health crisis, donation points are available at the 
following supermarkets: Tesco (Heswall, Rock Ferry and Bidston), Asda (Birkenhead, Bromborough, Liscard and 
Arrowe Park), Sainsbury’s (Upton and Greasby).   
 
USEFUL SUPPORT CONTACTS 
• Helpers in Hoylake & Meols is a local group on Facebook set up to match local volunteers with anyone that 

needs shopping and prescription pick up. 
• NHS Volunteer Responders Portal. This site will provide you with further information if you are self-isolating 

and need support. You can find out how you can access support and things to consider if you are going to 
receive support. https:// royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/nhs-volunteer-responders-portal/isolating volunteering 

• NHS Mental Health Crisis Line 0300 303 3972.  It covers Wirral, Chester West, Chester East and is staffed 
24/7.  

• Kooth is aimed at young people (aged 11-25) offering free, safe and anonymous support through booked, online 
counselling sessions. www.kooth.com 

• Age UK Wirral offers a prearranged shopping service.  Please contact them on: 0151 482 3456. 
• Government List If you are at high risk and a clinically extremely vulnerable person, you can register on the 

government website and will deliver a weekly grocery pack www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 
• If you require any help with Council Tax payments during the crisis please contact Wirral MBC via any of the 

following contacts: counciltax@wirral.gov.uk 0151 606 2002 www.wirral.gov.uk/council-tax/support 

	
	
	

(Redemptorist Publications) 

 

Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, refuses to believe that Jesus is alive until he sees them with his own eyes.  Jesus 
tells Thomas that those who believe that he has risen from the dead without seeing him are blessed. 
 

Dear Jesus, I cannot see you, but I know that you died and rose from the dead for me.  I believe you are always at 
my side and that you will love me forever.  Amen. 
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Second Sunday of Easter Reflection  
 
 
 

 
St. Theresa of Lisieux has proved to be one of the most popular saints of modern times. Unfortunately, she 
is often presented as a somewhat naïve and pious saint. People often have a sense that her faith was self-
evident and unproblematic. As we know, Theresa left behind her diary which went on to become a best 
seller. However, her diary was edited by the religious authorities. The reason? The reason was because in 
the last days of her illness there were shattering admissions that horrified the religious sisters in her 
community. She says, for example, “I am assailed by the worst temptations of atheism.” For Theresa 
everything had become questionable, everything was dark. In these last weeks of her short life, Theresa 
struggled with the possibility that just maybe, there was nothing.  
 
It is worth recalling that even the great saints of the Church like St. Theresa of Lisieux were assailed by 
doubts about their faith. Faith inevitably includes an element of doubt, whether you are a believer or an 
atheist.   
 
I am sure, like me, there are times when you experience the absence of Jesus. There are times, terrifying 
or just empty, when Jesus does not appear to be here. The difficulty is that you and I have not seen the 
risen Christ. That is not to say that Christ is absent and remote from us. Christ is present in the Scriptures 
and in the Eucharist. He is present, as he promised, “where two or three are gathered in his name” (Mt. 
18:20). Nevertheless, we cannot see him, cannot touch him, as we can see and touch others that we love. 
And that tests our faith.  
 
Today the Church celebrates what has come to be called “doubting Thomas” day. The great irony of the 
Gospel according to John is that the disciple who doubted the most gives expression to the highest 
evaluation of Jesus found in any of the four gospels: “My Lord and my God.” How was this possible? 
 
In John’s Gospel we see four different reactions to the risen Jesus. The Beloved Disciple believed when in 
saw the garments left in the tomb; Mary Magdalene believed when she heard the voice of the risen Jesus 
call her first name; the disciples believed when they saw the risen Jesus on the beach. 
 
And what about Thomas? He missed the encounter with Jesus on Easter evening. And when the other 
disciples tell Thomas, “We have seen the Lord,” Thomas responds: “Unless I see the holes made in his 
hands and can put my fingers into the holes they made…I refuse to believe.” Jesus challenges him to do 
just that: “Put your finger here; look, here are my hands; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.” 
Thomas came to believe when challenged by the risen Jesus. But Thomas’ cry goes beyond the evidence.  
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Yes, he has seen the risen Christ but his exclamation “My Lord and my God” was a gift indeed, the grace 
to believe. And this is true for all believers; faith is ultimately God’s gift, utterly undeserved but equally faith 
is never forced.  
 
All well and good. But how does today’s Gospel touch our lives? How does our faith become a living faith? 
The letter of St. James tells us in uncompromising language: “Take the case, my brothers, of someone 
who has never done a single good act but claims he has faith. Will that faith save him? If one of the 
brothers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to live on, and one of you says 
to them, ‘I wish you well; keep yourself warm and eat plenty,’ without giving them these bare necessities of 
life, then what good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite dead” (Jas 2:14-17).  
 
The image of Thomas standing before Jesus garbed not in the glowing white robe of popular art, but with 
gaping wounds, is a powerful image for the Church today. A remarkable Archbishop once told a group of 
Catholic students that if they wanted to encounter the risen Christ in the world today, they needed to work 
one night a week in a soup kitchen and to attend the Sunday Eucharist. It is necessary to see the wounds 
of Christ in the bodies of the broken and homeless in soup kitchens in order to recognize the risen Christ in 
‘the Breaking of the Bread’ at the Eucharist.  
 
In John’s Gospel there is a fifth reaction to the risen Christ. The final praise is extended by Jesus to those 
who have believed without seeing the garments in the tomb or the bodily presence of the risen Lord on the 
beach. In John’s Gospel no greater praise can be given to Jesus’ followers than “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” 

	
	

Fr David Roberts 
 


