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WEEK	COMMENCING	SUNDAY	12th	April	2020	

(Readings-Sundays:	Cycle	A,	Weekdays:	Cycle	2,	Psalter	Week	3)	
	

EASTER	SUNDAY	OF	THE	RESURRECTION	OF	THE	LORD	
 

During the public health crisis and following official advice, Sunday and Weekday Mass will not be publicly celebrated 
until further notice.  Fr David will continue to celebrate Mass in the Parish without a congregation.  Baptisms, 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and Matrimony are also deferred until such time 
that the public health advice is that congregations can gather safely. 
  
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES include: 

• Walsingham: walsingham.org.uk 
• St. Anthony’s, Wythenshawe: churchservices.tv/stanthonyswythenshawe 
• Fr Denis McBride: rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online 
• Bishop Robert Baron: wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
• Shrewsbury Cathedral: dioceseofshrewsbury.org 
• CAFOD Children’s Liturgy: cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy (This is a fantastic resource for 

children.) 
 
FR DAVID’S REFLECTIONS for Maundy Thursday and previous Sundays are available on our website at 
stcatherineshoylake.org.uk/holy-week.  Audio versions of the reflections are available on St Agnes’ website: st-
agnes-west-kirby.org.uk/blog/ 

	
PLEASE PRAY FOR all who have died recently and their families, especially Pat Owens, Julie Brown, Father 
Chris Dwyer, Paul O'Connor and Brian Smith.   
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are ill.  
	
LOOKING AFTER EACH OTHER:	If you are in need of help or would like a friendly voice on the phone, please do 
email Fr David frdavidjroberts@gmail.com or Deacon John Fegan jfegan.meols@btinternet.com and they will contact 
you.  
 
 



Ss	Catherine	and	Martina,	Hoylake	

	
Diocese	of	Shrewsbury,	a	registered	charity	(N0	234025)	

 
USEFUL SUPPORT CONTACTS 

• Helpers in Hoylake & Meols is a local group on Facebook set up to match local volunteers with anyone that 
needs shopping and prescription pick up. 

• NHS Volunteer Responders Portal. This site will provide you with further information if you are self-isolating 
and need support. You can find out how you can access support and things to consider if you are going to 
receive support. https:// royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/nhs-volunteer-responders-portal/isolating volunteering 

• NHS Mental Health Crisis Line 0300 303 3972.  It covers Wirral, Chester West, Chester East and is staffed 
24/7.  

• Kooth is aimed at young people (aged 11-25) offering free, safe and anonymous support through booked, online 
counselling sessions. www.kooth.com 

• Age UK Wirral offers a prearranged shopping service.  Please contact them on: 0151 482 3456. 
• Government List If you are at high risk and a clinically extremely vulnerable person, you can register on the 

government website and will deliver a weekly grocery pack www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable 
• If you require any help with Council Tax payments during the crisis please contact Wirral MBC via any of the 

following contacts: counciltax@wirral.gov.uk 0151 606 2002 www.wirral.gov.uk/council-tax/support 
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Easter Sunday Reflection  
 
 
 

I can recall some years ago visiting a young woman who was coming to the end of a three-year battle with 
cancer. As I entered her room in the hospice, she was sat in a chair transfixed by something happening 
outside her window. Her attention was focused on a small bird feeding off the bird table just outside. For almost 
a minute, she was oblivious to my presence beside her. It occurred to me afterwards, that her awareness of 
her own finitude, made her fully present to the simple beauty of life around her.  
 
During these past few weeks we have become increasingly aware how very vulnerable we are. We have 
already seen too many people, both young and old, succumb to the Coronavirus. Hospitals are in danger of 
being overwhelmed and as always in times of crisis, the most vulnerable in our society are the more likely to 
suffer: the elderly, the poor, the homeless, those whose health is already compromised. We are also being 
asked to distance ourselves from those we long for and need the most: our families and friends and 
neighbours. Many of us are afraid.  
 
Yet, during this experience of vulnerability, we may also begin to discover something important about what it 
means to be truly human and fully alive. Many of us are starting to realise that ultimately there is no absolute 
certainty in life. That our lives are fragile. Of course, we spend a great deal of our time trying to deny this. We 
do this by achievement, by organising our lives, by putting our trust in something we know that we can control. 
But in these past weeks we have come to realise that these efforts can fail us. We are nervous because we do 
not like to be limited – in strength, in knowledge, in talent and ultimately in time. However, we cannot deny that 
finally we are not in control of our own lives. 
 
I think at least two responses are possible. One response is to live lives of quiet desperation; which many 
people seem be doing at the moment. Or we can draw on our deep Christian tradition which recognises that 
we are finite human creatures whose lives are ultimately in the hands of God.  
 
Doesn’t it seem strange to you that while we human creatures have been in a mad dash to become God, God 
has decided to become human. Being human is so deeply good, so astonishingly precious, that God has 
chosen to take on humanity. God thinks being human is so good, God has chosen to be human, too. 
 
Lent begins each year with our being confronted by stories of Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness. Notice that 
each of the temptations are attempts to get Jesus to abandon being a creature and therefore finite. Six weeks 
later, on Easter Sunday, we Christians are called to renew our baptismal promises. All those promises we 
make at the Easter vigil or at the masses on Easter morning ask us to reject the temptation against the 
goodness of being creatures of God. 
 
After we renounce evil and sin, we are asked to make three statements of faith. The first statement is: “Do you 
believe in God the Father, the maker of heaven and earth?” We are being asked if we believe that there is a 
maker of all that exists, that existence has a purpose and a meaning, that I have a purpose to my existence, 
and that I do not determine what that purpose is. There are many people who deny that life has purpose. And 
we are asked to affirm that they are wrong. We are asked to affirm that our lives have  
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meaning and that we are not ultimately in control of our lives; God is. Do you believe that? Think hard before 
you answer “yes.” 
 
Consider the second promise. “Do you believe in Jesus Christ?” We are being asked to believe that what we 
are is so good that God has chosen to become what we are. Do you believe that? That you are of such 
extraordinary value that God has chosen to become what you are? And if you do believe that about your 
humanity and the humanity of every other human being, then must you not treat every human being, including 
yourself, as of infinite value? Do you believe that? Think hard before you answer “yes”. 
 
The third promise. “Do you believe in the Holy Spirit and the Church?” In other words, do you believe that the 
one who has chosen to be one with us is still present in our world and in our experience. Furthermore, that the 
Spirit is to be found in the church, that is, in the community of believers. That means that the Spirit of God now 
dwells not first and foremost in you or me but in us. God is to be encountered in our community with others. 
We know too well how individualist and selfish we human beings can be at times. However, these few past 
weeks have reminded us how vital human companionship is for our wellbeing. We are rediscovering what it 
means to serve our community and reach out to those most vulnerable within our society. In terms of our 
Christian experience of God it means I need you and her and him and them, and without all of you I cannot find 
the Spirit of God. Do you believe that? Think hard before you answer “yes”. 
 
Recognising ourselves as creatures dependent on God’s extraordinary love, means that we can come to grips 
with many of the limits that we are experiencing in our lives during these dark days. The light of Easter gives us 
the opportunity to celebrate the forgiving love and mercy of God which holds us in existence and breathes new 
life and love into our world.  
 
Having reflected on our baptismal promises, I invite you now to renew them before God and the Church.  
	
	

Fr David Roberts 
 

(Redemptorist Publications) 

 

Mary arrives at Jesus’ tomb only to find that the stone is rolled to one side and Jesus is no longer inside.  She tells 
other disciples, who also run to the tomb only to find Jesus’ burial clothes lying on the ground. 
 

Dear Jesus, when Mary arrived at the tomb and didn’t see your body, she was afraid someone had stolen you away.  
Mary did not need to be afraid, as you were alive and well.  Help me not to be afraid and to trust that you are always 
with me.  Amen.  


