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Fifth Sunday of Lent (A): 29th March 2020 
 
 
 

As was the case in John’s account of the healing of the man born blind (last Sunday’s Gospel), the 
raising of Lazarus is more than just a sign of Jesus’ love and compassion. Each of the seven 
miracles that John includes in his Gospel (“the Book of Signs,” as this section of John’s Gospel is 
titled) is dramatized by the evangelist to underscore some dimension of the redemptive nature of 
Jesus’ work. Today’s Gospel, the climatic sign in John’s Gospel, plays like a rehearsal for the 
events that next week’s liturgies will celebrate. 
 
A dear friend of Jesus falls ill. His sisters send word to Jesus: “Lord, the man you love is ill” (Jn 
11:3). What does Jesus do? Speed to Bethany and heal his friend? Against all our expectations, he 
delays two days. Finally he goes, only to find that his friend has been in the tomb four days. 
Lazarus’ sister Martha is understandably more than a little upset: “If you had been here, my brother 
would not have died” (v.21). Jesus enters into a dialogue with Martha. Jesus: “Your brother will rise 
again.”  Martha: “I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus: “I am the 
resurrection…; If anyone believes in me, even though he dies, he will live…” (v.25). 
After the dialogue Jesus gives a sign and a promise. As a sign of his power to give eternal life, and 
as a promise that on the last day he will raise our mortal flesh, Jesus calls Lazarus back to this life. 
If this were all, it would surely be enough: to rise from the dead and share God’s life forever. But 
there is something still deeper. Something more remarkable than resurrection to eternal life? Jesus 
said to Martha not simply “I am the resurrection” but “I am the resurrection and the life…If anyone 
believes in me, he will never die” (vv. 25-26). Never die?  
 
But how can this be? Eternal life does not begin with death; eternal life has its beginning now. That 
is why Jesus was not satisfied with Martha’s belief in another life, her conviction that her dead 
brother would “rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus not only has life, he is life. This 
life, this Spirit of life, he gives to us. Eternal life is not simply a gift you hope for, the life you will live 
beyond the grave. Eternal life is the life you are living now, if through love you and God are one. 
This is the beginning of eternal life. On this fifth Sunday of Lent, if you so choose, you can share in 
the very life that God lives. 
 
The trouble is, few live fully the beauty and mystery of that divine life. Here we are, men and women 
who are shrines of the Holy Spirit and yet we are so afraid to truly live and love. We seem oblivious 
to the power that hides within us, the Spirit that only needs our yes to be released, to change us 
from a fair-to-middling Christian to a Paul or an Oscar Romero, a Teresa of Avila or a Teresa of 
Calcutta. 
 
Reflect 

• “Anyone who believes in me, will never die”. Do you believe this? 
• What prevents me from living the life God wants for me? 
• How can I bring life to those I encounter this week? 
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